
Borough of Reigate and 
Banstead

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 

9th - 12th September 2010



1.All Saints Church High Street, 
Banstead, dates from the late 12th 
century to early 13th century, and was 
restored in 1861 by G E Street. The 
interior is well worth viewing and has 
a number of interesting monuments.

Grade II* 

Open: 
Thur.9th September: 10.00am Ð4.30pm 
Fri. 11th September: 10.00am Ð4.30pm
Sat. 12th September: 10.00am Ð4.30pm
Sun. 13th September: 2.00pm - 4.30pm

Talks: Members of the local NADFAS 
Church Recording Group will be 
present to give talks about some of the 
treasures of the church including 

memorials, windows,textiles & pictures on Saturday 11th from 2pm - 4pm.
Directions : High Street, Banstead. SM7 2NN

Heritage Open Days are now an important national event, allowing everyone free access to 
historic buildings not normally open to the public. There are also tours, talks and activities, 
which will bring local history and culture to life. This year the event will take place 
between Thursday 9th September and Sunday 12th September. Please look for exact 
opening days and times under the individual entries in this pamphlet.

Reigate and BansteadÕs Heritage Open Days programme is organised locally by The 
Reigate Society. There are various activities taking place in and around the venues which 
are open including countryside displays, guided walks, recitals and exhibitions.

Heritage Open Days are a collaboration between English Heritage, and owners of various 
properties, local historians and amenity societies.

The Borough Council and The Reigate Society are grateful to the owners who are 
opening their doors this year as part of Heritage Open Days.

If you are interested in opening a building, organising a walk, talk, exhibition or 
event next year, please ring The Reigate SocietyÕs HODS co-ordinator, Michele 
Damer, on 01737 243513

Full details are also on www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk and www.heritageopendays.org.

Borough of Reigate and Banstead
Heritage Open Days 2010

http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk
http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk
http://www.heritageopendays.org
http://www.heritageopendays.org


3.St. MargaretÕs Church, The Green, 

Chipstead, is cruciform in style, with a 
central tower, and stands on a site on 
which there has been a church from 12th 
century; some historians think that a 
saxon church was built even earlier.
 A 14th century font was installed on its 
present base in 1827.

Grade I Listed building
                                                  Open: Sat. Sept. 11th 10am Ð 1pm
                                                                        Sun.Sept. 12th  9am Ð 4pm. 
                                                                        Services 9.00am and 10.45 am on Sunday
                                                                        you are welcome. Refreshments available.
Directions: Driving south along A23 turn right into Star Lane, the church is on your 
left near the junction with Church Lane.  CR5 3RA

2.Banstead Countryside Day Holly Lane, Chipstead,
Organised by the 
Downlands Countryside 
Management Project in 
association with Reigate and 
Banstead Borough Council. 
Come and join us at our 
popular annual event for all 
the family. Visit the wide 
variety of stalls with rural 
crafts, local produce, local 
groups, wildlife and much 
more. See the heavy horses 
& dog handling displays. 
Enjoy our guided walks 
through ancient woodland 
and chalk grassland. Watch 
demonstrations of traditional 

woodland management techniques, including hurdle and charcoal making. There 
will be lots of activities for children, including nature trails & trailer rides. You can 
meet our projectÕs very own sheep! Visit the Downlands Project stands & the Old 
Surrey Downs Project exhibition trailer to find out about the conservation work we 
are doing in your area and how to get involved. ThereÕs something for everyone, 
come rain or shine Ð we look forward to seeing you there. Free entry, free parking 
(donations welcomed), programmes on sale for £1 on the day, refreshments 
available. For further information please contact the show team on 01737 737700.

Open: Sun. 12th September 10.30am Ð 5.00pm.

Directions: Held in fields by Banstead Woods on Holly Lane, 2 miles south from 
Banstead (B2219). Nearest BR Ð Chipstead Station. SM7 2BY



Serving Sizes

 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

4.Tadworth Court Mansion, 
Tadworth Street, Tadworth, This 
country house now belongs to The 
ChildrenÕs Trust, and is built in the 
English Baroque Style. Tadworth 
Court is a forgotten country house of 
the 17th century Ð Pevsner 
described it as Òone of the most 
elegant in the whole countryÓ. 
Good interiors including a two-
storey hall with high panelling and 
rococo plasterwork above, including 
festoons and a mystery portrait. 

The tour guides will be dressed as 
Lord and Lady Russell who moved into the house in 
1885. Lord Russell was the Attorney general and 
Edward VII dined here. There will be refreshments 
available.

Grade 1 Listed Building with walls, gates, lodge and 
stableblock. Locally Listed park and gardens.

Open: Sun. 12th September 10.30am Ð 4.00pm.
Tours: 10.45am, 12 noon, 1.45pm, 3pm.
Directions: M25 junction 8, A217 north to roundabout with Kingswood/Sutton, from 
there signposted. KT20 5RU

5. St. AndrewÕs Church, Brighton Road 
Kingswood, is a fine flint building with a 
tall distinctive steeple, which is visible for 
miles around. Cruciform in shape and 
splendid with beautiful stained glass 
windows. It is a Victorian replica by 
architect Benjamin Ferry of the 14th 
century Church of St. John the Baptist. 
Shottesbrooke, Berkshire.

Grade II Listed Building.

Open: Sun 12th September  1.00pm Ð 
4.00pm
Directions: A217 towards M25 eastern side, 
0.5miles after main Kingswood/Tadworth 
roundabout. KT20 6QE



Organised  locally by The Reigate Society

6.Wisdom of God Church, Buckland 
Road, corner of A217 Brighton Road, 
Lower Kingswood, is a grade 1 church 
of 1891 by the Arts and Crafts 
architect Sidney Barnsley with 
Byzantine capitals, rare marble and 
mosaic. The church is a copy of a 4th 
century church in Constantinople. In 
the churchyard is a copy of a Bulgarian 
bell steeple as well as an unusual 
collection of Macedonian and Bosnian 
pines.

Grade 1 church, path and bell steeple.

Open: Sat. 11th and Sun. 12th September 1.00pm Ð 4.00pm
Directions : Junction 8 of M25, 1 mile on A217 towards London, on left at corner 
of Buckland Road. KT20 7DP

7. St KatharineÕs Church, Church 
Hill, Merstham  is a predominantly 
13thC church and comprises a nave of 
three bays, chancel, north and south 
chapels, north and south aisles, choir 
and clergy vestries, south porch and 
west tower. The church is sited within a 
large sloping graveyard.The lych gate, 
the ironstone path to the southwest and 
the steps and lamp posts to the south are 
also Grade B curtilage listed.

Grade B church

Open: Sat. 11th September 10.00am Ð 
4.00pm
Directions: A23 North of Merstham 
turn left at Church Hill. RH1 3BJ



 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

8.St. MatthewÕs Church Station Road, 
Redhill  dates back to 1867 and is a fine 
Victorian building with some noted stained 
glass windows. There is a guide to the stained 
glass which will take you on an informative 
tour of the building. The old school building 
which stands next door to the church which, 
although now offices, retains the character of 
former times. 

Open: Fri. 10th  September 10.00am - 2.00pm                                                     
Sat. 11th 10.00am - 2.00pm. 
Directions: On the A25 in Station Road 
heading into Redhill Town Centre. Parking in 
front of the church and to the side.  RH1 1DL

9.Royal Earlswood 
Museum, Belfry Shopping 
Centre, Station 
Road,Redhill, Royal 
Earlswood, hospital and 
home for people with 
learning disabilities, was 
founded in 1847 and closed 
in 1997. Its unique, but little 
known museum illustrated 
the history and life at the 
asylum, and housed a 

collection of the wonderful work of James Henry Pullen (1835 - 1916), known as 
the Idiot Genius of the Earlswood Asylum. When the hospital closed, most of the 
artefacts went into store, but the most attractive items can be seen in two display 
areas on Car Park Level One at The Belfry. The Royal Earlswood Story is 
adjacent to the ticket machine, and the Pullen Collection is over Marks and 
Spencer. Come along and take a closer look at PullenÕs amazing model ships and 
other works of art.

Special Exhibition: Works of Arthur Easton, painted whilst art therapist at 
Earlswood in the 1970Ôs.

Staffed Opening: Sun. 13th September  10.30am Ð 3.30pm.

Directions: Train and Bus stations close by: 2 miles south of Junction 8 of M25
RH1 1SE
New venue



10.Redhill United Reformed 
Church, (Previously St Paul's 
Presbyterian Church),Shaw's 
Corner, Redhill, has stood on the 
site since the beginning of the last 
century. It is built of local stone 
and is a prominent landmark of the 
area.  The annual Remembrance 
Service begins round the War 
Memorial outside the church and 
finishes in the church.

Open: Saturday 11th September 10.00am to 2.00pm
            Sunday 12th September 1.00pm to 4.00pm

Directions: Reigate Road, Redhill. RH1 6BA

This is the fourth year that Heritage Open Days have been co-
ordinated and publicised locally by The Reigate Society.  

The Reigate Society is a civic society and works to preserve the environment and 
well being of Reigate, Redhill, Merstham and the surrounding areas. It aims to 

preserve the best of the past and to ensure that each generation leaves 
something valuable as a heritage for people to enjoy.

The Society was founded in 1952 by a group of people who fought to save the 
Priory and its Park for the people of Reigate. Over the past fifty plus years the 

Society has influenced many major and minor developments in the district.
The Society has just under 900 members who receive regular newsletters and 

enjoy a series of informative talks. Membership of the Society is open to all 
interested in maintaining the character of the district.

Annual subscriptions : Individual £5; Family £8 and Corporate £25.
Contact: Hon. Secretary Michael Hellings 01737 245342

www.reigatesociety.co.uk

http://www.reigatesociety.co.uk
http://www.reigatesociety.co.uk


11. St. JohnÕs School Pendleton Road, Redhill, dates back to 1850, an impressive 
building with an imposing clock 
tower. We have two WW2 air raid 
shelters. The boysÕ shelter is unique as 
the walls were painted by the boys 
during their art lessons with murals 
depicting popular tales of the time, 
such as PilgrimÕs Progress, Treasure 
Island & Robin Hood. The girlsÕ & 
infantsÕ shelter, although not painted, 
is impressive due to its size, built to 
protect both pupils and local 
residents; it can seat up to 700 people.

Open: Sun. 12th September  11.00am 
Ð 3.00pm. 
 For those unable to negotiate the 

steep steps into the shelters we will be showing our DVD featuring interviews with past 
pupils and staff, including a virtual tour of the boysÕ shelter and rare Pathe footage from 
1941 showing the boys painting the murals.
Tours: Every 15 minutes (timed tickets available on the day). Please telephone the 
school in the week before to book a tour of the Air-Raid Shelters.Tel.01737 
763804
Directions: St. JohnÕs Primary School, Pendleton Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 6QG

12.Gatton Park off Rocky Lane, 
Reigate, has been documented since 
Domesday. The last private owner prior to the 
Royal Alexandra and Albert School was Sir 
Jeremiah Colman of the mustard family. He 
created hidden gardens in the beautiful 
ÔCapabilityÕ Brown landscape. The Japanese 
Garden was created in 1910 and a large rock 
and water garden was built by Pulham and Son 
in 1912. Both gardens have been restored in 
the main by volunteers. There are also walled 
gardens, lakes and woodland trails. See the 

unique Town Hall with links to the old Rotten Borough of Gatton and St. AndrewÕs ancient 
church 
Grades II, II*, B, Bc,IIc and IIg buildings and gardens.

Meet at St. AndrewÕs Church lych gate within grounds off Rocky Lane. Location plan on 
www.gattonpark.com
Open: Thurs.9th September 
Tours: 10am,2pm,3pm. Pre-booking essential. 01737 649065 Please leave name, phone 
number and time of tour.
(Gatton Park is open to the public on 1st Sunday of each month Feb. Ð Oct. Adults £3.50 
Children free.)
Directions: M25 exit Junction 8 taking A217 towards Reigate, after 400 metres fork left onto 
Gatton Bottom, sign posted Merstham. After one mile, turn right into Rocky Lane (signposted 
Royal Alexandra and Albert School). The entrance is on the right after a further 400 metres.
(Photo copyright D.Harbison) RH2 0TD



Organised  locally by The Reigate Society

13. Reigate Fort,Reigate Hill owned 
by the National Trust was built in the late 
1890Õs. It is one of thirteen Forts forming a 
line of defence stretching 72 miles along the 
North Downs to protect London from 
invasion from the French. This particular 
mobilisation centre is nestled in the slopes of 
the North Downs over looking the towns of 
Reigate and Redhill. It has undergone a great 
deal of restoration over recent years bringing 
it back to its former glory.
Come and learn more about this little known 
period of history and see how the tactical 
thinking behind this particular defence 
changed the style of warfare for ever.

Open:  Sat. 10th and Sun. 11th September   All day.
Tour :  10th and 11th September. Meet the National Trust Warden by the Notice Board in Wray 
Lane car park at 10am finishes 12 noon. Please book your place on the booking line as there 
are limited places. NT booking line 01372 220644.

Directions: Park in Wray Lane Car Park at the top of Reigate Hill follow sign next to the 
cafeteria guiding you up the North Downs Way. (The car park is signposted off Junction 8 of the 
M25).For the guided tour meet at the national Trust notice board at 10am. RH2

14.Holmesdale Natural 
History Museum ,14 
Croydon Road, Reigate, a 
private museum which 
belongs to one of the oldest 
natural history societies in 
the country with collections 
of natural history ( including 
birds, fossils, insects and 
botany), local history and 
archaeology. There will also 
be a display and information 
available on the societyÕs 
junior club and their activities 
throughout the year. 

Locally listed building and garden walls.

Open: Sat. 11th  September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm. 
           Sun. 12th September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm.
Directions:  A242 Croydon Road near junction with A25 Reigate Road. Limited 
parking. RH2 0PG



 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

15.Cranston Library  ,St. Mary 
Magdalene Church, Chart Lane, 
Reigate, This library, started in 1701, 
is possibly the first lending library 
in England, and survives intact in a 
small chamber above the vestry of St. 
MaryÕs Church. 

Grade B listed church 

Open: Sat. 11th September  10.00am 
Ð 4.00pm. 

Only 10 visitors at a time. Visitors 
are welcome to tour the church (see separate entry) while waiting to visit the library.

Directions:  1 mile south of Junction 8 of M25, from Reigate Town Centre take the A25 
east towards Redhill, just after the junction with the A242, turn right into Chart Lane. The 
church is on the left.  RH2 7RN

16. St. Mary Magdalene 
Church, Chart Lane, Reigate, St. 
MaryÕs Church dating back to the 
12th century is one of SurreyÕs 
largest churches and features 
interesting monuments inside and 
in the churchyard, an 18th century 
brass chandelier, and a pre Ð 
reformation brass plaque. 

Grade B listed church 

Open: Sat. 11th September  
10.00am Ð 4.00pm.

Recital: Organ recital 2.30pm
Bell Tower Visits: 10.30am, 11.30, 12.30pm.
Flower displays, ChildrenÕs Quiz. Refreshments available all day.

Cranston Library  open (see separate entry)

Directions:  1 mile south of Junction 8 of M25, from Reigate Town Centre take the A25 
towards Redhill; just after the junction with the A242, turn right into Chart Lane. The 
church is on the left. RH2 7RN



Organised  locally by The Reigate Society

17.St. PhilipÕs Church, Nutley Lane, Reigate, 
was built in 1863, in Reigate stone with Bathstone 
quoins. This locally listed Victorian Church is well 
worth visiting. Internally the roof is supported on 
scissors roof trusses with timber columns to 
ground level at each truss

 Locally Listed Building 

Open: Sat. 11th September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm.
            Sun.12th September 11.30am Ð 3.00pm

Directions:  Nutley Lane, Reigate, between its 
junctions with East Road and South Albert Road 
RH2 9HA

18.Reigate and Banstead Town Hall, 
Castlefield Road, Reigate, is a Grade II 
listed building designed in the arts and 
crafts style by s Macintosh and Newman 
architects. The Old Council Chamber has a 
particularly fine Art Nouveau ceiling. 
Historic photographs of Reigate town and 
a collection of paintings by the artist 
William Tatton Winter will be on display.

Grade II listed building.

Open: Sat. 11th  September 10.00am Ð 
2.00pm. 
Directions:  1 mile south of Junction 8 of 
the M25, on the A217 in the centre of 
Reigate RH2 0SH

The Reigate Society wishes to sincerely thank Councillors Richard 
Mantle, Roger Newstead and Christopher Whinney for supporting 

the printing of this brochure.



 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

19. Barons Cave, Reigate is 
one of BritainÕs oldest show 
caves and one of ReigateÕs 
oldest surviving medieval 
features. This is a fascinating 
guided tour around the caves 
underneath Reigate castle 
grounds. It was named after 
the legend that the barons 
held a secret meeting here on 
their way to Runnymede to 
sign the Magna Carta. In 
reality, it may have been a 
storeroom or sally out point.

The Surrey Vintage Vehicle Society will also have a display of vintage and classic 
cars in Tunnel Road. 
(Tunnel Road Caves will also be open but a small charge for entry will be made.)
Ancient Monument and locally listed park.

Open: Sat. 11th  September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm. 

Directions:  Follow signs within the Castle Grounds in Reigate Town Centre. 
RH2 9BG (nearby)

20. Heritage Tree Walk, Priory Park, 
Reigate, 
Paul Donoghue, the Borough Council 
Horticultural Officer, will guide you 
around Reigate Priory Park to point out the 
wealth of interesting trees.
He will show you the tallest Hornbeam in 
the British Isles at 31m and the remains of 
the largest girthed Silver Birch at over 
400cms. sadly this tree suffered severe 
storm damage last winter but the trunk 
remains.

Tour: Fri. 10th September 2.00pm, 

Booking necessary: 01737 276226

Directions: Meet in Bell Street Car Park
RH2 7RL



 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

21a. Reigate Priory, Reigate 
This Grade 1 listed building, originally a priory, 
was converted to become a family mansion in 
Tudor times.
Visitors can follow a guided route to see some of 
the special architectural features of the interior, 
including the Tudor fireplace, 18th century 
staircase with fine parquetry and murals showing 
scenes from classical mythology, the gold ceiling 
dining room and Jacobean fireplaces.

Grade 1 listed building.Grade II Park and 
Gardens

 Open:Sat. 11th and Sun.12th September 2.00pm   
-5.00pm. 

 Directions:  Garden entrance far west corner of 
Reigate Priory, facing the new pavilion. 
 Adjacent to Bell Street car park, off A217. 
 RH2 7RL

21b. Reigate Priory Museum, Reigate
Our current exhibition ÔFrom Rationing to 
Rock nÕ RollÕ describes the changing lifestyle 
and special events in post war Britain and the 
1950Ôs,with new fashions in dress and home, 
new materials, domestic appliances, electrical 
gadgets and television.

And - in the Holbein Hall
ÔHere Comes the BrideÕ - an exhibition of 
wedding dresses and accessories dating from 
19th and 20th centuries

Open:Sat. 11th and Sun.12th September 2.00pm 
Ð 5.00pm. 

Directions:  Garden entrance far west corner of 
Reigate Priory, facing the new pavilion. Adjacent 
to Bell Street car park, off A217. 
RH2 7RL



Organised  locally by The Reigate Society

22.Medieval Undercroft rear of 
16 West Street, Reigate This 15th 
century undercroft , at the site of 
ReigateÕs original market place, 
is built of Reigate stone with a 
cobbled floor. The original use of 
the building which incorporates 
the undercroft is a matter of 
debate. It is probably the basement 
of a former merchantÕs house. The 
ground floor of such houses were 
often vaulted, to provide safe 
storage of goods, to serve perhaps 
a stall or booth outside. 

Members of the Reigate Society man this venue.

Open: Sat. 11th  September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm.

Directions:  Rear of 16 West Street, Reigate. Parking in Upper West Street Car Park.
RH2 9BS at rear

23. The Heath Church, Flanchford Road, 
Reigate, is a daughter church of St. Mary 
Magdalene, built in 1907 to serve the western end 
of the parish. It is an excellent and well  
preserved example of an Ôiron churchÕ, one of 
many such buildings erected at this time, many 
being sent overseas. Services are held in the 
church every Sunday.

Open: Sat.11th September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm.

Recital: A short piano and cello recital at 2.30pm

Directions: Turn off the A25 just west of Reigate 
to Flanchford Road. The church is at the end of a 
gravel track on the left just past the row of 
cottages. Park in the road or in the Heath car park 
slightly further on. RH2 8AB



 Organised locally by The Reigate Society

24.Reigate Mill Church , Reigate 
Heath, 
is in the Post Mill on Reigate Heath 
and was built about 1765, and it 
ceased to grind about one hundred 
years later. In 1880 the brick 
roundhouse of the disused mill was 
converted into a Chapel of Ease to 
St. MaryÕs Parish Church, Reigate. 
The Chapel, named St. Cross 
Chapel, was opened for services on 

14th September 1880 and has 
continued to this day when services are held throughout the summer. It is the only 
windmill in the country to have been consecrated as a place of worship.

Grade II*

Open: Sat.12th September 10.00am Ð 4.00pm.
            Sun.13th September 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
On Sunday at 3pm there will be a special Heritage Service

Directions:  Adjacent to Reigate Heath Golf Clubhouse. OSR. TQ 2350. Please 
park in Public Car Park on Reigate Heath and see map on the Noticeboard.RH2 
8AB

NOTES

The Borough does have some heritage jewels!



Public Transport: There are bus and train services near to a number of the 
events, please check in the Surrey County Council Bus and train timetables 
which are available at the Town Hall, Local Help Shops and Libraries or on 

line at www.surreycc.gov.uk or ring traveline on 0871 200 2233
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5. St. AndrewÕs Church, on A217 KT20 6QE
6. Wisdom of God Church, Buckland Road KT20 7DP

Merstham
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